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In American politics, when 
a candidate receives well over 50 
percent of the general electorate's 
votes, it is called a mandate. In 
Morehouse politics, when a presi­
dential candidate receives 58.5 
percent of the electorate's vote in 
the general election, it is called 
"unheard of." Not to Randall 
Woodfin.
Woodfin, a junior political 
science major from Birmingham, 
Alabama is known campus-wide 
as a young man that is definitely 
cool under pressure.
"I could have never told 
you I'd be at this point. This 
wasn't planned. All my friends on 
the floor (second floor of White 
Hall 99-00), all my friends in gen­
eral were shocked to see my name 
on the ballot," Woodfin said.
But shocked or not, 
Woodfin's name was on the bal­
lot in a highly contested and 
heavily campaigned race for SGA 
president for the 2002-03 school 
year. His win in the general elec­
tions was the first of its kind in 
well over a decade.
"But I made it though...I 
went from office staff, to office 
manager, to corresponding secre­
tary to chief executive. It's an 
honor. It's an honor and a major 
task to be the chief student advo­
cate of 3000 students," Woodfin 
said.
President-elect Woodfin en­
tered Morehouse in the fall of 1999 
and is an alumnus of the notori­
ous second floor of Walter White 
Hall.
"It was the greatest experi­
ence of my life. I had friends all 
over the dorm. White Hall was the 
days of Cash Money, the Marta, 
the shuttle leaving me behind at 
the club, my first college girl­
friend and James Bond N64," 
Woodfin said.
During that same fall, the 
SGA president was the outspoken 
Shaun King. "Shaun King was an 
excellent speaker. I didn't know 
anything about his administra­
tion. But, I did look up to guys in 
his administration like Jason
Randall Woodfin will use experience, innovative ideas and a strong support staff 
to create a more effective SGA.
Boulware, Joe Carlos, Corey 
Richardson, JC Love and BJ Co­
ram," Woodfin said.
After observing the SGA 
during his freshman year, 
Woodfin's first SGA experience 
came during the spring 2000 elec­
tions.
"When JC (Love) was run­
ning, I looked at him and said he's 
a man from the Gump (Montgom­
ery, AL) holding it down. I wanted 
to help. So when he came through, 
I had his back. DeRoyce 
(Simmons) had his back on the 
first floor, and I had his back on 
the second," Woodfin states.
"That summer (2000), I in­
terned with JC at Congressman 
Earl Hilliard's office on Capitol 
Hill. We worked together that 
summer, and I got to know him 
better. But back then, I was a 
young buck and an embryo," 
Woodfin said.
When Woodfin returned 
from summer vacation in the fall 
of 2000, he joined Love's SGA ad-
ministration as a member of the 
office staff.
"As a member of the office 
staff, I learned the ins and outs and 
and the outs and ins of the SGA, 
the office, and how things worked. 
We learned it all. Whatever was 
needed during homecoming, we 
had it, and we were taken care of," 
he said.
Woodfin cited a major influ­
ence on his role on the office staff 
was his immediate superiors.
"JC had this way of making 
everyone feel important," said 
Woodfin. "He was very good at 
that. He made you believe. It gave 
me a big drive. For him, the presi­
dency wasn't for personal gain, it 
was all for the student body. For 
me, it will be the same."
He continued, "BJ (Coram) 
put me on too. He appointed me 
office manager. I always looked up 
to him. I learned a lot from Shan­
non (Nelson) and BJ."
Woodfin was given more 
responsibility as office manager.
"(Office manager) taught me 
about positions, duties and tasks. 
I met administrators. JC went out 
of his way to take care of people. 
He took care of everybody. He re­
warded you when you did well, 
he got on you when you didn't, 
that's how I'll be. We can ride and 
kick it, but when you start slack­
ing, I've got to get on you," 
Woodfin declares.
His experiences as office 
manager helped him to decide to 
run for the position of correspond­
ing secretary.
"I made the position more 
than just the dissemination of in­
formation. I did my best to in­
crease the flow of information and 
concerns from faculty, administra­
tion and students. I initiated Town 
Hall meetings, and worked tire­
lessly to forge a strong relation­
ship with Bennett College," 
Woodfin said.
"My time as corresponding 
secretary helped me in so many





Timothy J. Cunningham 
Staff Writer
tcunningham@maroontigeccom
The passing of Dr. Clarence 
W. Clark, gifted teacher and re­
searcher, at age 60 has created an 
enormous void among colleagues, 
students and all members of the 
Morehouse College family.
A graduate of Morehouse,
Dr. Clarence W. Clark
Brown University, and Atlanta Uni­
versity, Dr. Clark had a distin­
guished career. "This is the lost of a 
very prominent Morehouse alum, 
lost of an irreplaceable presence in 
the Biology Department, lost of an 
invaluable resource for all students, 
both academically and otherwise," 
said Russell Turner, sophomore bi­
ology major.
Dr. Clark, a 1963 graduate 
began his career as a tenure profes­
sor at his alma mater in 1974. Dr. 
Cooke, Chairman of the Biology 
Department, friend, and faculty 
member of fifteen years said, "When 
I came to Morehouse he was here. 
As a senior member of the depart­
ment he served a definitive ex­
ample."
Serving as Associate Director 
of the Office of Health Professions,
See CLARK Page 2
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Announcements
Power Through The Spirit
The Morehouse SGA presents Los Angeles-based pas­
tor and recording artist Bishop Clarence McClendon, Ph.D. 
on Thursday, April 23 at 7 p.m. in King Chapel. You will be 
blessed by his message and special musical guests!
HBCUnity Project
Meetings occur every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. in the 
AUC Woodruff Library room 202. The goal of the project is 
to unite all HBCUs in the nation. The movement will first 
begin with unifying AUC studenls.Come out and get in­
volved. Email HBCUnity@yahoo.com for more information.
Metropolitan Atlanta Astrological Society
The Metropolitan Atlanta Astrological Society invites 
you to attend their monthly meeting held the third Wednes­
day of the month. We are located at 2054 Harobi Drive down 
the street from the Northlake branch of the Dekalb County 
Library. Please join us Wednesday, April 17th at 7:30 p.m. 
as we welcome our very own Bil Tierney. His talk on Ex­
ploring Astrology's Twelve Signs is sure to be a winner. If 
you have any questions, please call us at 404-634-2677.
' . ' ' ' ' ? ' ■ \ ■■ ■ . ■' ■
Art Exhibition
The 2nd annual AUC student exhibition will run from 
April 2 through April 26 and will be held at the AWdruff 
Library in the Virginia Lacy Jones Exhibition Hall.The ex­
hibition is hosted by the Diverge Art Club and Morehouse 
Photography Club.O □
Spike Lee Visit
The Tisch school of the Arts (NYU) will present a 
graduate school information session on Monday, April 22 
at 11 a.m. in the Kilgore Seminar Rooms featuring special 
guest Spike Lee. Call 212-998-1586 to RSVP. Call Ms. 
Clarinda Ramsey at 404-681-2800 (ext. 2862) for more infor­
mation.
We have a surefire way 
to predict the future. 
Hire you to invent it.
Cyberspace controls and laser defense systems came as no surprise to 
the U.S. Air Force. In fact, they came off our drawing boards. No wonder 
we re always looking to hire the best and brightest. You can leverage your 
degree immediately and get hands-on experience with some of the most 
sophisticated technology on earth. To find out how to get your career off 
the ground, call 1-8G0-423-USAF or visit our Web site at airforce.com.
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Morehouse students protest local mega-church
Hakim Islam
World & Local News Editor 
hislam@maroontiger.com
Easter Sunday found a 
small group of Morehouse stu­
dents protesting outside of 
World Changers Ministries, 
Inc., a church in College Park, 
Georgia. Motivated by 
their concerns about the 
leadership and efficacy of 
the institution of the Black 
church, as well as by spe­
cific criticisms of Creflo A. 
Dollar, the congregation's 
spiritual leader, the pro­
testors wore signs, distrib­
uted literature, and played 
selections from various 
Malcolm X speeches.
Creflo Dollar, who is 
described on his website, 
www.worldchangers.org, 
as "President and CEO of 
World Changers Ministries, 
Inc.," claims a church mem­
bership of over 20,000 indi­
viduals and has offices in 
various distant locales, in­
cluding Australia and 
South Africa. Even though 
Dollar is often referred to 
as Rev. Dollar or Dr. Dollar, 
the most accurate label is 
probably Pastor Dollar be­
cause the only non-honor- 
ary degree that he holds is 
a bachelor's degree from 
West Georgia College.
Pastor Dollar has had 
quite a bit of bad press in re­
cent years, including reports of
WOODFIN from Page l
ways to be prepared for the presi­
dency. I learned so much from 
people like B. Font(enot Johnson) 
and Lekan Bashua. I knew I was 
ready, and I ran hard enough to 
prove it."
This year, for the first time in 
Morehouse history, elec­
tions were conducted 
online. There was much 
discussion about how 
things would play out, and 
whether or not there would 
be voter fraud.
About the elections, 
Woodfin said, "It was cool.
I would have preferred 
booth voting and online 
voting as well, but it went 
very well. This was a 
gentleman's election and a 
gentleman's campaign. It 
was unprecedented."
Woodfin campaigned on fis­
cal responsibility, better awareness 
of the increased student activities, 
and a general positive change in 
campus life.
"Basically, for the freshmen, 
it'll be a continuation from NSO," 
he said. "The Woodfin administra­
tion will work socially, community 
service-wise, and will address stu­
dent concerns through monthly 
town hall meetings."
Woodfin's goals are to "in­
crease the SGA budget to provide 
more social events. We concentrate 
on Homecoming far too much. Af-
a scandal involving possible 
police payoffs. His controver­
sial appearances in music vid­
eos featuring artists like 
Ludacris and Jermaine Dupri 
and extravagant lifestyle con­
stitute additional justifications 
cited for skepticism of his mo­
tives and priorities.
Dollar's supporters often
Protestor Marco Martin is 
approached by church security.
point to the community service 
programs initiated through the 
church when responding to al­
legations of this sort. How­
ter October, there's a drought. We 
will fight to end the drought with 
effective fiscal management, and by 
sticking to our thematic events cal­
endar."
Woodfin points to the high 
chance for success from his staff.
"Excellent. I knew everyone
“We will be more academically 
aware, and more concerned with 
retention. We will be more aware, 
more active, and bottom line, we 
will have a good time,” said 
Woodfin.
already except Nate (Patterson). 
But, I met him on the campaign trail. 
There will be more tasks for elected 
officials. They will be accountable 
for a series of committees under 
each elected official."
Woodfin continued, "A presi­
dent does more than preside and 
speak. He has to implement and cre­
ate, and together, with my cabinet, 
we will do that. A president has to 
stay innovative and creative, and 
has to have a hard work ethic and a 
range of ideas. When he does, the 
people around him will pick up on 
it, and want to work just as hard as 
he does."
ever, the corporation's ministry 
of resources "assists tithing 
members of WCCI who are in 
need of shelter, food, clothing 
and other necessities of life." 
Church officials add that in or­
der to be considered a tithing 
member one must give a set 
portion of their income to the 
church for three months and 
document this with fi­
nancial records.
Tensions were high 
between protestors and 
members of the congre­
gation and security staff. 
After reading signs that 
said "Creflo is the real 
devil" and "Keep your 
dollars: Creflo already 
has plenty," many 
churchgoers became 
openly belligerent and 
confrontational. One 
woman asked the stu­
dents to "go back to the 
ghetto" while another 
man repeatedly circled 




proached by two mem­
bers of Pastor Dollar's 
security team, which 
consists largely of off- 
duty policemen and 
Georgia State Patrol­
men. A lengthy dia­
logue ensued concern­
ing the merits of the student's 
position, which was articulated 
in a flyer entitled "Is Creflo 
Dollar a Wolf in Sheep's Cloth-
"We'll be different," Woodfin 
said. "Under the Woodfin Admin­
istration, two proposals for the fall 
semester will be required to work 
with the community service initia­
tive. That way, you have all sum­
mer to work out the logistics, 
money and other things needed for 
programming."
"You will be held ac­
countable. My Chief of 
Staff and Executive Direc­
tor will ride you to make 
sure things get done."
Very optimistic 
about the school year, 
Woodfin added, "I will be 
a proactive president. Not 
just delegating tasks, but 
actually being pro-active. 
Next year we will have the 
Big Brother Program, and 
we will reach back to the 
underclassmen. We will build stron­
ger relationships with Resident Di­
rectors. We will work with class 
councils and sponsor events."
"The Senate will not be sim­
ply a bank, but will run effectively 
by the rules that govern it," he said. 
"We will improve our relationships 
with Spelman College, Clark At­
lanta University, Morris Brown Col­
lege, and Bennett College. We will 
be more academically aware, and 
more concerned with retention. We 
will be more aware, more active, 
and bottom line, we will have a 
good time."
ing? ".
This flyer, co-authored by 
Morehouse students Hakim Is­
lam and Marco D. Martin, pro­
poses, in part, that "even 
though each of us is ultimately
Martin and Islam protest on a street corner.
responsible for his or her per­
sonal salvation, the leaders of 
the Black church have to be 
held accountable for their ac­
tions. The ministry has become 
big business, and, in many in­
stances, the leaders of our 
churches intentionally exploit 
the ignorance and desperation 
of our people. When the blind 
lead the blind, everybody falls 
into the pit."
CLARK from Page 1
Chairman of the Biology Depart­
ment, and Acting Chairman of the 
Division of Science and Mathemat­
ics, Clark served as the primary pro­
fessor for general biology courses.
"From the faculty members' 
perspective in order to teach general 
biology you have to know a little 
about everything in biology, with­
standing your own subject matter. 
Having to inculcate these salient 
principles of the subject matter is al­
ready difficult for the students," said 
Cooke.
Clark for over twenty years 
was the first face students beheld 
when entering the Biology Depart­
ment, to him the teaching of general 
biology was no burden, but his pas­
sion. "He really had a significant pro­
clivity to what he did, his role in the 
development of students," said 
Cooke.
"One of the very engaging 
aspects of doing this kind of work in 
general is people who involve them­
selves on tire faculty side of academe 
are very committed," said Cooke.
A molecular geneticist, Dr. 
Clark principal area of investigation 
was the enzyme regulation and en­
vironmental mutagenesis in bacteria. 
His years of toil and devotion to re­
search were reflected in the gamer­
ing of several multimillion grants 
being furnished to fire Biology De­
partment Dr. Clark authored and co­
authored over twenty scientific pub­
lications.
After the security officers 
likened the protest to the op­
pression of Jesus, they re­
quested that the protestors 
consider moving on. This re­
quest was denied because the
students were on a public side­
walk and were consequently 
completely within their legal 
rights. However, the demon­
stration ended shortly after 
this encounter because of in­
sufficient pedestrian traffic.
Additional protests are in 
the works, but organizers de­
clined to discuss specifics un­
til a later date.
Prior to his appointment at 
Morehouse, Dr. Qark served as a 
. professor at Towson University and 
Morgan State University in Balti­
more, a consultant for the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administra­
tion, and a high school teacher.
"He was an inspiration for all 
students to strive for excellence," 
Turner said. Clark's curricula vita is 
satiated with achievements. His 
memberships included Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc., the American 
Institute of Biological Science, and 
the American Society for Microbiol­
ogy, Beta Kappa Chi National Scien­
tific Honor Society, Phi Beta Kappa, 
and Wheat Street Baptist Church.
Clark was preceded in death 
by his loving wife of thirty-six years, 
Dr. Joyce Anne Ferrell Qark in Janu­
ary.
"The whole dynamic really 
brings to the forefront a generaliza­
tion I am sure is realized by a lot of 
people, nothing is promised to you, 
life isn't promised, you have to ex­
tract the essence from life. Clarence 
will no longer extract life's essence," 
said Cooke.
Their three children Mr. 
Clarence Julian Clark '88, Ms. 
Carmen Nicole Qark, and Mr. Kevin 
Andre Qark '00; his mother, Mrs. 
Carolyn L. Qark; and four grand­
children survive Drs. Clarence and 
Joyce Ferrell Qark.
Services were held midday at 
Martin Luther King Jr International 
Chapel on April 5,2002.
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Chapel assistants honor Rev. Rogers with 
President’s Award
Christian Nwachukwu 
Asst. Campus News Editor 
hislam@maroontiger.com
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
once said "Everyone can be great, 
because anyone can 
serve." He never said be­
ing great was easy. Rev.
Willie R. Rogers has dedi­
cated his life to service and 
community building. Re­
cently, the King Chapel 
Assistants and their presi­
dent, senior Demetrius 
Ziegler, honored Rogers' 
more than a decade of 
commitment to
Morehouse College with 
their President's Award.
"I'm committed to 
working with young 
people," Rev. Rogers said.
"It's been a great joy working 
with young men and watching 
them grow from freshmen to se­
niors."
Rogers, who is the resident 
director of Robert Hall, serves as 
an advisor to the M.L.K. Chapel 
Assistant's organization and was 
awarded the "Staff Person of the 
Year" honor from the Emma and 
Joe Adams Public Service Insti­
tute. His service to the Atlanta 
University Center has included 
serving as a campus minister and 
as one of the original staff mem­
bers involved in developing "Op­
eration Olive Branch."
“I'm committed to working 
with young people,” Rev. 
Rogers said. “It’s been a 
great joy working with 
young men and watching 
them grow from freshmen to 
seniors. ”
Rogers works to involve 
students in public policy and the 
process of community building. 
He has coordinated not only a stu­
dent "Get Out the Vote" cam­
paign, but also works with civic 
leader Janice White Sikes to orga­
nize an annual "dialogue" be­
tween Metro Atlanta area college 
students and community leaders 
in the Historic West End District.
"Rev. Rogers proves to offer 
today's youth and people who 
have found themselves without 
hope, the courage to rewrite their 
own histories," Keon Gerow, 
president of the Morehouse 
NAACP said.
Rogers counts 
among his theological 
influences, Dr. Howard 
Thurman, Dietrich 
Bonhoffer, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Dr. 
Bertjamin Elijah Mays.
Rogers, who is 
working on an advanced 
degree in pastoral coun­
seling at the Columbia 
Presbyterian Seminary, 
is reportedly contem­
plating retiring from the 
College. Rogers said that 
he would like to stay 
longer and has pledged 
to serve the Morehouse commu­
nity at least one more year.
"He loves his work and he 
loves the men of Morehouse," 
Sikes said.
"When you care about 
young people in a way that can let 
them experience their own 
growth, it works in the long run," 
Rogers said. "That way, they can 
who they need to be."
Morehouse hosts 9th Annual 
Pre-scholars in the Humanities 
Conference
George A. Peters II 
Features Editor 
hislam@maroontiger.com
In the cold and rain of a 
dreary Saturday, the warm recep- 
tion of ideas and exchange of 
opinions was shared precipitation 
held in the Kilgore upper level 




scholars in the 
Humanities, a 
recent tradition 
at here at the 
college, was an 
enlightening ex­
perience. It was 
a chance for 
readers to "talk 
back" to authors 
they had studies 
and rationalize 
works they had 
read.
Covering a broad range of 
ideas, the panel of literary stu­
dents, spoke frequently about the 
Black Male's struggle with Black 
feminism and their desire to com­
pare it with the feminism of the
Conference participants pose 
for photo.
world. While these women made 
extremely unemotional appeals 
that were textually supported and 
documented, the "Men of the 
House" who sat upon the panel 
would not be outdone. Among 
these Morehouse men was The 
Maroon Tiger’s own Johnny Ander­
son.
"I appreciate the dialogue 
that is shared 
in this set­
ting. As a 
people we 




share it just as 
we would 
any other as­
pect of our 
culture," said 
Anderson.
S t u - 
dents from
Clark-Atlanta University and 
Spelman were not to be misrepre­
sented. Sitting on a panel of four 




Top Row: (L-R) Rashidah Bowen, Jennifer Hembrick, Melam
Sanders, Jon 'a Fogle, and Ddana King
Bottom Row: (L-R) Asmeret Teweldebrhan and Kalia Booker
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Look for full pageant coverage in the next issue of The Maroon Tiger.
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Morehouse contingent invades Greensboro, NC




On an unusually bright and 
sunny Friday, 15 men of 
Morehouse departed from the 
warm and cozy confines of our 
beloved AUC and headed north to 
Greensboro, NC to visit the 
'Belle'icious ladies of Bennett Col­
lege.
The group, comprised 
mainly of Morehouse underclass­
men, and a few juniors and seniors 
traveled to Bennett to take part in 
the 2002 Ebony Soul week festivi­
ties. Ebony Soul is Bennett's ver­
sion of a spring homecoming. The 
events for the week included a 
fashion show, comedy show, step 
show, gospel concert, spring car­
nival, cookout, president's ball, 
and an on-campus pre-dawn 
party.
By the "time the Morehouse 
contingent arrived in Greensboro, 
the step show was well underway, 
so it was missed.
However, the Morehouse 
men attempted to check into the 
first Howard Johnson's they saw. 
This Hojo in particular was lo­
cated in a seemingly seedy side of 
Greensboro, without an African 
American face in sight for several 
miles, and for good reason. The 
hotel looked as though it needed 
at least four coats of paint, and the 
looks on the faces of the 
Morehouse faithful screamed,
"Get us out of here now!"
Fortunately, in the zeal to 
get to Greensboro in a 
timely fashion, Morehouse 
arrived at the wrong Hojo. 
Eventually we made it to 
the right place. As the big 
red van rolled up to the high 
rise Hojo, two beautiful 
Bennett Belles greeted the 
Morehouse faithful. From 
that point on, the 
Morehouse contingent was 
neighborhood superstars.
After getting settled, 
the efforts were made for 
members of Bennett's SGA 
to meet up with the young 
men from Morehouse. The 
efforts were successful, and 
eventually, the Morehouse 
contingent ventured out 
into the Greensboro night, 
ultimately finding them­
selves at Dizzy G's, a local 
nightclub.
As the Morehouse 
men danced the night away 
with their Bennett counter­
parts, North Carolina A&T 
co-eds, and local Greens­
boro ladies, it became quite 
evident that they were here 
to make a statement that the 
Morehouse man will enjoy 
himself on the road.
On the next day, the 
Morehouse contingent visited the 
campus of Bennett College. It is 
Bennett's custom to surrender 
one's ID when visiting campus at 
the campus police station, so the
Morehouse men obliged and 
trudged ahead on the majestic
One of many Bennett landmarks.
Bennett campus.
The campus tour included
stops at Bennett's beautiful and 
newly renovated Pfeiffer Chapel, 
the honors dorm Merner Hall, 
which housed their modern SGA 
offices, as well as Willa B. Player
Hall and the David Dallas Student 
Union. The Morehouse men were 
led around on their 
tour by Bennett SGA 
members, the newly 
elected and lovely Miss 
Bennett College, and a 
host of other engaging 
and enchanting 
Bennett Belles, thus 
making the tour more 
lively, genuine and 
easy on the eyes.
After touring 
Bennett, a short drive 
was taken down 
Bennett Street to the 
expansive campus of 
North Carolina A&T. 
After walking around 
for a little over 15 min­
utes, it became quite 
evident that the cam­
pus was simply too 
large to visit on a 
whim. Given the 
planned events ahead, 
the Morehouse men 
ended their A&T tour 
and opted to head back 
to their Spartan accom­
modations at the 
Howard Johnson's af­
ter a quick stop at the 
legendary Cook Out. 
(The best hotdog this writer has 
ever had.)
After a seemingly exhaus­
tive day of touring and meeting 
new people, the Morehouse con­
tingent got dressed up in their Sat­
urday finest and headed out the
door to Bennett's President's Ball. 
The Ball was held at a country club 
in a quiet Greensboro area.
Outside, the setting was 
serene...inside the scene was a 
raucous and jumping party. The 
Bennett Belles were thoroughly 
enjoying themselves before the 
Morehouse men made their way 
into the dance area, and upon 
sight of the 15 Maroon Tigers, the 
party started.
After hours of dancing the 
night away, enjoying the fine cu­
linary creations, and learning the 
world famous Belle Hop (Even the 
often non-rhythm having writer of 
this piece).
During the frenzy of the 
night and the growing attachment 
with the enchanting ways of the 
Bennett Belles, the men of 
Morehouse extended a campus 
wide invitation to the ladies of 
Bennett to fellowship at the Hojo.
The Morehouse men went 
from the Ball to Bennett's pre­
dawn dance. The dance was held 
at Bennett's gymnasium. The 
scene was thick and full of stu­
dents from A&T and Bennett.
At the end of the night, the 
Morehouse contingent headed 
back to the Hojo and partied un­
til just before 9 a.m.
All told, Morehouse's offi­
cial visit to Bennett College was a 
serious success. There were a 
number of inroads made between 
the two SGAs, and all those in at­
tendance vowed that there would 
be repeat visits.
A paid advertisement from The Maroon Tiger.
See what it's like to be 
young, gifted, Black, and 
from modern day St. Louis.
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DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY ERNEST L. DICKERSON 
CASTING BY ROBI REED-HUMES C.S.A.
COSTUME DESIGN BY MILENA CANNENERO RALPH LAUREN 
ORIGINAL SCORE BY TERRENCE BLANCHARD ISAAC HAYES 
STANLEY CLARKE
EXECUTIVE PRDOUCER DANNY DEVITO JOHN SINGLETON
Created by Joesph S. Carlos
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Dreams of Old Havana, a semester at sea
R. Scott Rochelle mere bright spot in Fidel
Contributing Writer Castro's Communism is the
rrochelle@maroontiger.com regulation of fees and owner-
Havana Vieja, Cuba —
I can't help but feel as if the 
United States leaves Ameri­
cans notably limited since 
exhausting the many op­
tions and opportunities be­
stowed upon me in the Isle 
of Cuba. Flush in Native- 
American, Spanish, and Af­
rican culture, it encompasses 
a rich history of struggle, 
revolution, and ultimately 
pride.
In view of the fact that 
I am incredibly fortunate to 
have fully experienced the 
astonishing splendor of Old 
Havana's culture, specifi­
cally its vintage cars, classic 
architecture, and vibrant 
music, I can't help but con­
vey its enchantment
Prior to my Cuban ex­
perience, it was hardly fath­
omable that there would ac­
tually be visible benefits to 
the U.S. embargo placed on 
Cuba in the late 1960s. The 
first advantage is clearly the 
fact that the crippling grasp of 
American imperialism is unde­
tectable as you walk Havana's 
bustling, narrow streets.
The lack of U.S. commer­
cialism gives downtown Ha­
vana a vintage ambiance that 
is adequately stuck in time.
Youth wash their car in a back alley.
Classic automobiles cruise up 
and down the coastal drive, 
passing Old Spanish architec­
ture, setting a classic, yet in­
triguing scene.
Because I am enjoying a 
sprinkling of academia 
amongst extended field expe­
rience, the second benefit is un­
deniably the criminally low 
cost of having a good time. A
A worker enjoys the view from a local panderia.
ship of almost all businesses, 
guaranteeing tourists overly 
affordable prices of goods and 
services such as beer, rum, and 
taxi fare.
While many seek to enjoy 
Cristal Champagne and all its 
glitz and glamour, understand 
that its Cuban namesake,
Cerveza Cristal, is regulated at 
$1 a can and $.50 cents draft, 
everywhere. In fact, all of 
Havana's domestic beers fol­
low suit.
Probably the best ex­
ample of Cuba's affordability 
is its native drink, the Mojito. 
A dollar or two can get you this 
Caribbean version of a mint 
julep, consisting of rum, lime
juice, sugar and mint leaves. 
Although it tastes a bit strange 
and preparation is slow and
dawdling, after enjoying three 
or four, you'll definitely appre­
ciate the cultural experience of 
singing Guantanamera all 
night in a classic bodega. Good 
times, no doubt.
Without American influ­
ence, Cuba is able to develop 
its own goods produced by its 
own resources. 
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bean version of 
Coca-Cola finds 
its individuality 
in the way it is 
sweetened 
without the use 




Maybe the only relic of 
American influence, Cuban 
Baseball has crept out of the 
shadow of Soccer and is now a 
front rûnner in Latin - Ameri­
can culture, it is essential that 
any visitor to the island expe­
rience the Cuban powerhouse 
Los Industriales, in La Estadio 
de Latino-Americano. A third 
row seat down the first base
line will run you $15, and is 
well worth it.
For those who feel that
the .50 cent beer is too much for 
their wallet, a quick jog across 
the street for a three dollar 750 
ml bottle of rum is all too com­
mon. The stadium's BYOB 
policy is seldom frowned upon 
and was indeed abused by ap­
proximately 300 visiting stu­
dents.
The cigar industry is 
without a doubt Cuba's most 
prominent asset. These 
handcrafted symbols of classic 
authenticity bring pride to a 
downtrodden country work­
ing to rebuild an infrastructure 
destabilized by a history of 
shoddy leadership. Every box 
of cigars, whether it range 
from $45 on the black market, 
to $350 in select cigar shops, 
boasts the pride of being the 
best in the world. The Los 
Habanos Company is no doubt 
the front runner, as it produces 
such traditional favorites like 
Cohiba, Montecristo, Romeo y 
Julieta, and many other elite 
cigars.
As my Semester at Sea 
voyage of discovery continues 
on and I experience the rest of 
our world, the awesome im­
ages and intriguing people I 
encountered will no doubt stay 
fresh in my mind. I can't say 
when I'll be fortunate enough 
to walk Cuba's streets again, 
but it will definitely have to last 
longer than five days. Until 













































SCHOLARS from Page 4
sented well-developed papers for 
audience critique. They offered 
analysis of images of women in 
the media and compared them to 
pro-representations of women in 
Toni Morrison's "The Bluest Eye."
One young lady made com­
parisons to the perception of Afri­
can-American hairstyles, sitting 
the difference between sports me­
dia reporting on the cornrows of 
Allen Iverson, of basketball fame 
versus the same of the Williams 
sisters, of tennis fame.
The conference was 
founded several years ago by En­
glish professor Dr. Hazel Arnett 
Ervin. This year's program was 
developed by Ervin and commit­
tee members Dr. Emily Williams 
and Dr. Lujuan Simpson. In it's 
ninth year, it can easily be de­
scribed as a free exchange of ideas. 
An accomplished author, Ervin 
published a book entitled African- 
American Literary Criticism (1773- 
2000). This book, lauded by con­
ference guest and renowned edi­
tor Dr. Frances Smith Foster, is 
currently used in the English 
Department's African-American 
criticism class.
The afternoon included a 
book signing catered by our own 
Gourmet Services, and featuring 
Dr. Frances Smith Foster. Foster, 
the featured editor of the confer­
ence discussed the conference's 
importance and relevance here at 
Morehouse.
"I did not get to choose my 
books in high school. I did not 
learn about my people. My pres­
ence here validates the work that 
I have done. It is humbling to see 
the extension of my research. It 
revives my passion, which is nec­
essary, for unconscious work is 
suspect," said Ervin.
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Unmasking the Black on Black racism in homophobia
Jason Jennings
Contributing Writer
After viewing a multitude of 
articles written in the Maroon Tiger 
about homosexuality, I am amazed 
to find that in a highly esteemed 
academic setting, we place arguing 
to prove narrow-minded opinions 
over the true essence of arguing, 
which embodies learning to gain 
understanding. In a previous is­
sue of the Tiger, two writers reacted 
to the alleged presence of ho­
mophobia in the play Coons: A 
Willie Lynch Experiment.
A Spelman sister wrote one 
article about her genuine concerns 
of homophobic content in the play. 
The director/ writer of the play re­
sponded with this rebuttal state­
ment: "the emasculation of the 
Black man was at the topi of Lynch's 
list. Therefore, if a Black man no 
longer considers himself a man, 
then he is no longer a threat."
Given the arguments of a 
Black female and that of a Black 
(obviously heterosexually identi­
fied) male, it is only befitting that 
the topic of the debate speaks. So, 
as a Black, gay male who experi­
ences homophobia daily, I would 
like to put forward the premise that 
the director's statement is not only 
homophobic, but ultimately ac­
complishes the TRUE goals of 
Willie Lynch.
First, we must score a clear
understanding of the word ho­
mophobic. Many people tend to 
rely on the etymological definition, 
which means, "fear of homosexu­
als." Because of this interpretation, 
many feel that if they don't acquire
More overly, [homophobia] 
is any action or statement 
that discriminates or 
evokes prejudice against 
the gay community or 
individual.
a sense of fear, then they are not 
homophobic. To make it very clear, 
homophobia is not only the fear of 
gays, lesbians, bisexuals, and the 
trangendered. More overly, it is 
any action or statement that dis­
criminates or evokes prejudice 
against the gay community or in­
dividual.
The general forms of ho­
mophobia evolve from the con­
tinuing belief that because of the 
homosexuals' "lifestyle," hetero­
sexuals have superiority over 
them. To state, think, or proclaim 
that a gay male is any less of a man 
(and in most instances, less of a 
Black man) because of his homo­
sexuality, is totally homophobic 
and painfully incorrect.
True, many homosexuals are 
depicted by the media as having ef­
feminate qualities. But this is the 
same media that misrepresents all 
minorities and creates false precon­
ceptions. We tend to perceive the 




they are defined 
through social con­
structions, mascu­
linity and femininity 
are inaccurate proto­
col for determining 
the nature of a man.
For instance, 
in America it is gen- 
erally considered
"unmanly" to kiss a man. Many 
fathers even have problems kissing 
their very own sons because of this 
inherit belief. Although this is 
commonly considered an emascu­
lating act, in many other cultures 
it is only proper to greet a male 
loved-one with a kiss. The defini­
tion of 'being a man' depends on 
the person and his/her cultural 
background. Because of the incon­
sistencies derived from the various 
beliefs, there exists no valid defi­
nition - except - being of the bio­
logical male sex.
There are countless reasons 
that explicate this vast urge to de­
fine the behavior of a man. 
Through this search for meaning, 
a sort of witch-hunt has spanned
for the revealing of homosexuality 
in individuals. I have heard more 
straight identified men of 
Morehouse chatter about who is 
and isn't gay, than I have at any gay 
social event.
The gay issue, not particu­
larly gay people, has caused many 
problems and obstacles to unity in 
many Morehouse 'Brothers.' 
While sitting in my classes, I have 
heard students and faculty make 
absurd homophobic remarks. 
These remarks have evolved into 
more than simple forms of expres­
sion as there have been countless 
violent altercations involving some 
homophobic student and his desire 
to prove his "straightness."
This topic does not only de­
Why can something so 
private as sexuality cause 
such a public disturbance 
in the Black community?
stroy the unity of Morehouse stu­
dents, but it also divides the Black 
community as a whole. I have wit­
nessed black teens, at the young 
ages of 12 and 13, being kicked out 
of their mothers' houses because 
they honestly admitted their true
sexuality. I have witnessed uncles 
and aunts disown their nephews 
and nieces over the issue of being
gay-
I have witnessed fathers 
break that strong father to son 
bond once their sons revealed their 
homosexuality. I have even wit­
nessed parents do the unthinkable 
and stop funding their children's 
education because they were gay. 
This destructive disownment and 
lack of support questions the rela­
tionship between relatives and 
friends in the Black community. 
Why can something so private as 
sexuality cause such a public dis­
turbance in the Black community?
I particularly address this 
question to the black community 
because, apparently, 
according to the re­
buttal argument, be­
ing gay is emascu­
lating (or weaken­
ing) to the black 
man and, therefore, 
empowers the dehu­
manization aims of 
the Willie Lynch 
speech. But with the 
notion of weakening 
through division, 
homophobia is helping to decay 
the entire Black community -for 
we are quickly obtaining a history 
of discord as a people.
See HOMOPHOBIA 
Next Page
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Butterflies erupt profoundly 
in my stomach as my plane soars 
over the Northern section of Af­
rica. It seems that it has taken an 
eternity for the plane to reach its 
final destination: Ghana, West Af­
rica, but still their was/is a little 
ways to go. I feel my pressure and 
anticipation rise as the plane flies 
over the Sahara Desert and Mali.
The plane first stops at 
Lagos, Nigeria but I am unable to 
get out. Finally the plane takes off 
again and Ghana is only 40 min­
utes away but those 40 minutes 
seem like a lifetime. I sit uncom­
fortable in my seat because for one 
thing my body is tightly pressed 
and squelched between the two 
arm-rests, plus my mind quickly 
races like a thoroughbred though 
the images, sights and sounds that 
I will see, which all comes to 
quickly as my head begins to hurt. 
However, just as I am thinking of 
ways to suppress these two prob­
lems the plane's landing wheels 
hit the tarmac, hard, surprising me 
out of the mental battleground.
The plane stops and the 
flight attendant opens the doors 
and people slowly begin to 
waddle out like sharply trained 
ducks as if this experience is rou­
tine for them. For me, this experi­
ence ain't routine at all, each step 
is savored, each breath I take on 
my ancestor's soil is carefully ar­
ranged into my psyche.
Just as I begin to walkout 
the door, I brace myself for a to­
tally new experience, but still 
however this experience seems 
familiar like I have been here be­
fore. As I think these thoughts the 
breeze from the. ocean hits me in 
the face and things all become 
clear, I have been here before, I 
have been to Africa before as mat­
ter of fact I have never left.
Spiritually, I have always 
been an African. I have always 
been in Africa and Africa has been 
in me. As I get off the plane, I feel 
the presence of my ancestors, I feel 
the sweet kiss of mother Africa as 
my feet hit the runway... I am 
home!
Yes, I was home: palm trees, 
sisters and brothers, red clay, and 
cool breezes. I saw people who 
looked like me, I saw people who 
looked like my aunts, parents and
Help Spread the Infection
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truth3“ Tour 2002 or call 1.866.522.0486 to infect truth.
The American Legacy Foundation (truth) is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
even my Uncle Wiley. I meet my 
advisor at the airport and we be­
gin to walk out.
As we begin to walk out, I 
saw the evidence that had been 
left by the oppressors: the Euro­
peans colonizer and these forms 
of evidence become larger and it 
transformed into another type of 
material with left-over residue 
from the acidic nature of the colo­
nizer, a more heinous variety - 
neo-colonization and white su­
premacy.
With the scars of coloniza­
tion and the new wounds of neo­
colonialism, globalization and 
white supremacy the African body 
is sick with poverty, homelessness 
and fatalism. The body is sick 
with cultural AIDS
As we made our way to the 
gates of the airport, to get out, 
there were 20-30 young African 
men standing at the gates. They 
were crowding around us asking 
for money, asking me to give them 
my bags to carry (but I knew they 
were/are asking for justice and 
substance), so hey can make some 
money. And as we come closer to 
the taxi more men come in need 
of help.
Most of the brothers were 
not running game on people, but 
they were seriously in need-of 
food, clothes and shelter. Because 
Ghana only exports most of its 
goods, the political economy dic­
tates the amounts of jobs that are 
available for most people. And of 
course if you do have a job you are 
getting paid next to nothing to 
support yourself or your family. 
So, throughout the area especially 
Accra, the capital city.
Many people end up vend­
ing their goods to the public or 
some people simply ask for 
money. From the location of the 
airport and pretty much when you 
get to Legon, which is west of 
Accra people are lined up selling 
goods. These people are poor, but 
the people's spirit are still there 
because African culture is so resil­
ient and the people maintain their 
sanity, dignity and love for hu­
manity.
But, I have finally made it 
here. I am home. I am very tired 
and I sit in the taxi as we drive 
towards the University of Ghana 
I feel my ancestors as they guide 
me to wholistic change.
HOMOPHOBIA 
from Previous Page
There is the increasing ab­
sence of the black father in the 
families; there is the ever-divisive 
color complex, which still exists re­
gardless of popular belief; and 
more recently, there has been a 
growing rejection toward family 
members and friends over sexual­
ity. Homophobia is just another 
mechanism of division.
After I reviewed Willie 
Lynch's speech of 1712 and his ar­
ticle "Lets Make a Slave," it became 
obvious that his goals were not to 
solely break down the black man 
but to destroy the entire structure 
of the black family and community. 
Taken from his handbook, Lynch 
outlines the significance of the 
black woman and child:
"Now the breaking process 
is the same for the horse and the 
nigger, only slightly varying in de­
grees. But as we said before, you 
must keep your eye focused on the 
female and the offspring of the 
horse and the nigger. A brief dis­
course in offspring development 
will shed light on the key to sound 
economic principle. Pay little atten­
tion to the generation of original 
breaking but concentrate on future 
generations."
Lynch's ultimate goals were 
to weaken the black family. Strip­
ping the Black man of a false defi­
nition of "masculinity" appears al­
most irrelevant.
White supremacists and the 
white supremacist system of today 
continue to boast this ideology of 
their highly deceitful ancestors, as 
they have been encouraged to 
"concentrate on future genera­
tions." They continue to concen­
trate and develop a plan for de­
struction whether we realize it or 
not.
Neo-Supremacists have 
merely been dissembled in form. 
Please, do not be blinded by the 
well overdue accomplishments of 
a few Blacks. Racism is alive even 
today. The crippling of the Black 
community is their number one 
goal. If you disagree, step outside 
the gates of Morehouse and gaze 
as the West End, a once prominent 
Black community, crumbles.
Or worst, stay inside the 
gates and peer at our own institu­
tion and compare it to those of 
Harvard, Dartmouth, or Brown. 
The evidence of racism is so clear 
that many overlook it.
The most efficient way to 
stop the powerful force that we are 
becoming is not to stand against it, 
but fragment it. If we continue to 
"unravel the fabric of our society" 
by disowning our brothers and sis­
ters over issues like being gay, then 
we will eventually act out the goals 
of Willie Lynch and the other op­
pressive, discriminative racists in 
America.
Every disownment over a 
conflicting issue is a step back from 
progress. Do not equate a racist by 
subconsciously aiding in the de­
struction of the Black community. 
Love and understand your brother 
and sister even if you happen to 
disagree.
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The ultimate grand slam
The Morehouse tennis team has yet to 




The Morehouse 2001- 
2002 tennis team has started its 
season and is well on its way 
to winning its 23rd consecutive 
SIAC Championship many 
would say. Wow that's a lot of 
championship rings, huh? 
Wrong! Not one. "We are not 
going to focus on any form of 
compensation
at this point, I 
am just glad I 
can be apart of 
and carry on a 
legacy of this 
magnitude. It 
would be nice 
to have some 
thing to show 
for the many 
years in which 
we've won a 
conference, but 
it would be 
more of a sur­






the failure to 
receive acco­
lades for years 
of a job well 
done, the team has once again 
managed to be once again un­
stoppable. "I am glad to see the 
chemistry amongst the team 
come together the way it has. 
We have some guys that have 
really stepped their games up 
to provide a lift to the team as 
a whole." Sophomores Ryan 
Shade and Mathew Jones have 
been true assets to the program 
with Ryan playing at the #1 
single spots and Mathew giv­
ing the team a boost from his 
excellent doubles play.
In addition, juniors 
Lorenzo Brooks, Ricky 
Makerson, and Chevene King 
have been the backbone of the 
team with their consistent play 
throughout the season. Senior 
Max Murphy has not only per­
formed well on the court, but 
brings the intensity, aggres­
sion, but more importantly the 
energy that ignites the team. It 
is very common to pass by the 
tennis courts on any evening 
from Monday through Friday 
and hear a random shout or 
outbreak of words of encour­
agement from the team captain.
Yet, the vast majority of 
the team's success must be ac­
credited to head coach Terry 
Alexander. Coach T, as he's af­
fectionately referred to by the 
team, has really come in and
turned the program around. 
Having structured practices, 
intense physical conditioning, 
and close interactions with the 
players on and off the court are 
just a few things that have 
made this year's team better.
"I have been thoroughly 
impressed as well as pleased 
with what Coach T has done 
with this team. I have been on 
the team for four years now 





bined as I 
have seen in 













the game of 
tennis and 
not some­




sensus of the team has come as 
a result of the hard work and 
dedication show by Coach 
Alexander that has lead them 
to fully support Coach 
Alexander as a candidate for 
the position as full-time head 
coach.
"I think we [the team] 
have made a healthy transition 
in a more disciplined, cohesive, 
respectful as well as respected 
unit both on and off the court. 
A lot of this is due to the up­
per-classmen stepping up as 
leaders, and Max has been in­
strumental in making positive 
changes happen by sharing his 
experiences and strategies with 
teammates. As the only senior 
on the team this year, I have 
had the pleasure to see him de­
velop over his four year play­
ing career, and he will leave 
having had a very successful 
career representing Morehouse 
College.
More importantly, he will 
graduate and in addition to 
that he vows to continue to 
support the tennis program as 
an alumnus. I don't have to 
wish Max well in his planned 
pursuits, that would be like 
saying 'we hope tomorrow 
comes', some things are just in­
evitable! So I hope he wishes 
"us" well, we have goals to 
reach here!"
Tigers have a new, big cat to lead 
them into the jungle




To be early is to be on time 
(I'll spare you the rest). Upon ar­
riving at the new head football 
coaches' office, "on time", I waited 
as he and an assistant coach were 
breaking down practice film. He 
rewound the tape over and over 
and over pointing out mistakes by 
players that would irritate only 
the trained eye. He was hard at 
work. He was focused. He paid 
close attention to details.
Willard Scissum is a very 
large man. His college bio lists 
him as 6' 3" and 251 lbs, but this 
was 18 years ago when he was a 
young man. He is now a grown 
man and numerical values cannot 
give complete justice to his intimi­
dating presence. But physical size 
is not the only large item on his 
plate. He also has the very large 
task of following Anthony Jones 
and one of the most successful re­
gimes in football memory at 
Morehouse College. The Fighting 
Maroon Tigers under Jones went 
2-8, 8-3, and 8-2, with last year's 
season culminating in a controver­
sial tie for the SIAC champion­
ship.
Coach Scissum is from 
Huntsville, Alabama and a gradu­
ate of Lee High School. He has 
football in his blood as he follows 
a long line of Scissum men who 
have excelled in the sport. He has 
seven uncles that either played 
and/or coached in the SIAC con­
ference. He played under one of 
the winningest coaches in college 
football history at the University 
of Alabama under Paul "Bear" 
Bryant in the early 80's.
After graduating from Ala­
bama, Coach Scissum explored his 
options in the NFL. He went to 
the Denver Broncos as a free agent 
and after being signed to the de­
velopmental camp of the team, he 
was cut and played football in 
Canada. He wanted to come back 
to the United States and his oppor­
tunity came during the 1987 strike 
season in the NFL where he be­
came the captain of the team.
A leader on and off the field 
he and his wife Ellen have made 
Atlanta their home and are proud 
of their infant son Will Jr. This 
massive man who has such an ex­
tensive background in the sport he 
loves recognizes its importance to 
the college, alumni, students, fac­
ulty and players, while recogniz­
ing the role an importance of aca­
demics, character and excellence 
as well.
While Coach Scissum be­
lieves that athletics are an impor­
tant facet of life, he is serious about 
education and academics and ex­
pects the same commitment from 
those around him. He stresses 
that he and his coaching staff will
continue to recruit "students 
first."
He believes that the institu­
tion needs guys that are going to 
fit in, and guys that want to excel 
and be successful in the classroom. 
When asked if he would recruit 
the best athletes he could find, 
immediately his value system is 
brought to the forefront, " If a 
player is not a good student and 
not a good person, then you may 
only have that gentleman for only 
one year. That's unfair to that stu­
dent. We want guys who will be 
here for an entire college career 
and excel in the classroom as well 
as on the field."
While coach recognizes that 
the Morehouse is known prima­
rily for its tradition of excellence 
in academics, he also is driven to 
see the school recognized for ex­
cellence on the gridiron as well. 
While he feels that it would be 
unfair to make an assessment on 
prior seasons of futility, coach 
firmly believes that the high turn 
over in coaches may have played 
a part.
"I know that there was a 
period of time where almost ev­
ery season there was a different 
head coach, and so there was no 
continuity and carryover from one 
season to the next. The reason that 
there was success over the last few 
years was because the kids were 
familiar with what why expected 
and required from them. We 
didn't have to reintroduce things 
every year," he said.
He gives a tremendous 
amount of credit to former coach 
Anthony Jones for the success the 
program has enjoyed over the last 
few years and claims that he will 
continue to "prepare young men 
to be competitive in every game" 
so that the team will have a chance 
to win.
Coach also thanks and sin­
cerely appreciates athletic director 
Andre Patillo for his diligence and 
commitment in making sure that 
the athletic department ha every­
thing needed for the team to be 
competitive. He points out [that 
Mr. Pattilo has provided ] "good 
locker room facilities, weight 
room and practice facilities, balls, 
sleds, and the ability to travel first 
class, the ability to take X-rays on 
site here at our stadium. All of 
these things must be in place if 
you want to be successful."
So what is the future of 
Morehouse football? First, coach 
isn't going anywhere if it is up to 
him. Scissum states that he plans 
to be at Morehouse for a long time. 
He says that he and his wife "are 
settled in and want to be here for 
a while." Scissum hopes to build 
a legacy with the football program 
that will last for generations to 
come.
He is adamant on instilling 
a deep sense of tradition and pride
into the football players so that 
"when they come back five, ten, 
fifteen years from now, they can 
walk around with their chests 
stuck out and heads up high be­
cause they made a difference." He 
also wants the team to attend bowl 
games on a regular basis strives to 
win a National Title.
As for the talent that we 
have here at Morehouse, coach 
says that it is "suitable" and we 
can be competitive. He insists that 
while we are not the biggest team 
in the conference, we consistently 
compete against teams that are 
bigger than us, we beat them be­
cause we have intangibles that are 
immeasurable.
" You cannot measure a 
players commitment or desire to 
win and the will he has inside," 
he said. He says that Morehouse 
has guys that are continually try­
ing to get better, that are students 
of the game, that are intelligent, 
that can make adjustments and 
that will never quit!
The coach also has high de­
mands. While the price of success 
is high, he stresses so are the re­
wards. Coach administers tests to 
the players to see if they are pay­
ing attention to game film and to 
see if they are remembering play 
correctly.. If a player fails to score 
80% or above, he sternly replies, 
"there will be repercussions."
While he is an offensive line 
skills coach, he also understands 
that a good offense goes hand in 
hand with a good defense and 
says that the Tigers will have in­
tensity and be extremely physical 
during his tenure. "We want to 
put ourselves to compete in the 
playoffs or bowl games every 
year." He said that he would col­
laborate with his assistant coaches 
regularly, but pointed out, "assis­
tant coaches make suggestions, 
and head coaches make deci­
sions." Words of a smart and con­
fident leader.
Coach Scissum describes 
himself as a teacher that comes 
from a background of teachers, 
but states that he is also a motiva­
tor. His optimism and excitement 
are definitely genuine and he 
vows to put a product on the field 
that all who love Morehouse Col­
lege can be proud of.
The Tigers open up the sea­
son next year with Fort Valley and 
with a motivated honorable and 
diligent leader, should be well pre­
pared for a rumble in the football 
jungle. "We will be disciplined, we 
will be prepared, we will compete 
and we we'll fight as hard as pos­
sible to win." Are you ready 
Morehouse College? Coach 
Scissum and The Fighting Maroon 
Tigers Will be. "We want to put 
ourselves in a position to com­
pete," Scissum said.
Sports 11The Maroon TigerThursday, April 18, 2002
Charlie’s Corner
with Max Murphy
We call him Max. But he's also William A. Murphy, II, a senior 
business administration major that has a list of accolades that would 
take the majority of this section to write. But that is exactly what this 
section is about...the achievements of Morehouse athletes off their re­
spective playing fields. To help you get to know Max better, here are a 
couple of quotes from him in regard to four things: his Morehouse ex­
perience, his role model, his future, and advice for freshmen.
Max's Morehouse Experience
"My Morehouse experience has been absolutely priceless. The 
people that I have formed friendships with are what I am going to 
miss but cherish mostly about my experience because friendship is by 
all means essential to the soul. In addition to the personal relation­
ships, Morehouse itself has made me grow up. From dealing with is­
sues as serious as the administration to issues as simple as having no 
air in the dorm room, Morehouse has definitely contributed to shaping 
me mentally, forming me physically, and making me aware of reality 
and the truths. More importantly, I did this willing to obtain strength 
through adversity. Furthermore, one of my more challenging experi­
ence has been the ability to juggle my athletics, academics, social, and 
spiritual life."
Max has been co-captain of the tennis team (#2 singles and #1 
doubles), maintained a 3.55 GPA, and he is a member of Golden Key 
International Honor Society and the National Society of Collegiate 
scholars. He also volunteers with Habitat for Humanity, Help One 
Student to Succeed (HOSTS), NSO, and the Centennial Boys and Girls 
Club. While he regularly attends Total Grace Christian Center, he also 
never misses a party.
Max on his role model William A. Murphy
"My father was not as fortunate as most growing up, but man­
aged to dig deep within and provide me and my family with a com­
fortable lifestyle. My dad has and will continue to be my inspiration, 
motivation, and more importantly, my 'dogg.' There is nothing that I 
can't tell him. He gives me unbiased advice, and always has allowed 
me to make my own decisions. As a result of his love and efforts, I feel 
that it is the least I can do to make him proud of me and I am willing to 
do whatever it takes to do so."
Where Max will be 10 years from now
"Since I was little, I have always set a higher standard and ex­
pected more of myself than everyone else. I am extremely confident 
with my capabilities and myself. I have a lot of goals I aspirations I want 
to accomplish in my life. Hopefully, by the grace of God, I will be 
financially independent. I have a destination I want to reach and I 
have written down the directions, so I am going to follow them and 
see where it leads me."
Advice for the freshman...
"The key to being a successful is being well organized, manag­
ing your time, and diversifying. I have seen random people as well as 
close friends fall by the waste side because they lack these three things. 
A smart individual writes down and knows everything that needs to 
be done in a given time frame. In addition, he also knows when to say 
'no' on partying to stay in and study. Lastly, successful people are 
diverse. It takes a lot to hang out until 3 a.m. in the morning and then 
get up and be ready to present at your 8 o'clock class."
- Charlene Cole, Sports Editor
Visit HandsOnAtlanta.com 
to download an application online, or 
call 404-079-2739 or e-mail 
AmeriCorps@HandsOnAdanta.com 




Serve your community. Change 
your life. Be a part of an 
AmeriCorps team making a 
difference in Atlanta's 
neighborhoods and schools.
Serve for 10 months in Atlanta’s 
public schools as a mentor, 
reading tutor, classroom assistant, 
service leader and volunteer 
coordinator. You will receive a
weekly living stipend, health 
insurance and a $4,725 education 
award at the completion of your 
term of service.

